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THE HONOURABLE MAuRICE LAMONTAGNE, 
President of the Privy Council, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 


SIR, 


I have the honour to submit herewith the first Annual Report of the National 
Centennial Administration for the fiscal year 1962-63. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant 


JoHN W. FISHER 
Commissioner. 
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STATUS OF FEDERAL PROGRAMME—GENERAL HISTORY 


Official government planning for the observance of the Centennial of Con- 
federation of Canada in 1967 began on November 5, 1959. The ten provincial 
premiers were invited to appoint representatives to a Provisional National Com- 
mittee in order to work out the plan with the Federal Government. 


In preparation for this meeting, several inter-departmental meetings were 
held under the chairmanship of the Secretary to the Cabinet, following which four 
inter-departmental groups were established to look into particular aspects of 
Centennial planning: the administrative and financial, the historical, the cultural 
and the ceremonial. 


In Ottawa on February 8, 1960, the inaugural meeting of the National 
Committee on Canada’s Centennial was held, all ten provinces and the Federal 
Government being represented. This first meeting agreed on the general objectives 
of the Centennial programme and declared its support of the City of Montreal’s 
application to the International Bureau of Exhibitions for selection as the site of 
the 1967 World’s Fair. 


The second meeting of the National Committee was held on April 17 and 
18th, 1961, and the suggested objectives of the Centennial programme were then 
stated in an official press release: 


(a) The Centennial should be a time of national stocktaking and of rededication 
for the future. 


(b) The programme, marking as it does the birth of the nation, should have a 
strong national flavour, but should also have important local and provincial aspects. 
Every citizen should have an opportunity to participate. 


(c) The historical aspect of the Centennial should be accented. The celebrations 
should reflect the full range of Canada’s history, and not merely Confederation itself, 
or its period. This would allow, on the one hand, full recognition of the role of the 
early explorers and, on the other, due recognition to the six provinces that became part 
of the Dominion after 1867. 


(d) The historical aim, broadly speaking, should be to make the general public 
aware of the way in which Canada of today came into being, and the contributions 
to its growth and development that have been made by peoples of several races and 
many nationalities. 


(e) Special recognition should be given to the need for the commemoration of 
the Conferences in Charlottetown, Halifax and Quebec in 1864 which were the 
precursors of Confederation. 


(f) The Centennial provides an occasion for the undertaking of necessary projects 
of a capital nature. This should include “lasting” projects both in Ottawa and elsewhere. 


(g) Steps should be taken to enable young Canadians to obtain a fuller knowl- 
edge of the people and geography of their own country. 


(h) Festivals of the arts should form part of the observances. 


(i) There is a need to record and preserve historical and cultural materials of 
every kind. 
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(j) Special recognition should also be given to the 50th anniversary of the Battle 
of Vimy Ridge, which also occurs in 1967. 

(k) The Centennial programme should make full use of all communication 
media—the printed word, film, radio and television. 


In September 1961 the National Centennial Act was passed, providing for 
the establishment of an administrative framework for the Federal government’s 


programme. 


The third meeting of the National Committee was held on October 11, 1961. 
Delegates gave approval in principle to the various aspects of the Centennial 
plans, and discussed suggested projects in detail and endorsed the conditions 
governing federal grants to the provinces for local centennial projects. (Appendix I 
is a memorandum setting forth those conditions.) 


On January 24th, 1963, the following appointments to the National Centennial 
Administration were made: 

Commissioner: Mr. John W. Fisher, Toronto, Ontario. 

Deputy Commissioner: Mr. Robert Choquette, Montreal, Quebec. 


Directors: Mr. Ernest A. Coté, Assistant Deputy Minister of 
Northern Affairs. 


Dr. John S. Hodgson, Assistant Secretary to the 
Cabinet. 


Mr. Hugh O. Mills, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
Mr. Paul Desmarais, Montreal, Quebec. 
Mr. George Metcalf, Toronto, Ontario. 


Dr. Norman A. MacKenzie, President—Canadian 
Centenary Council. 


Mr. J. Richard Murray, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 


Mrs. Marianne E. Linnell, Vancouver, British 
Columbia. 


NATIONAL CENTENNIAL ADMINISTRATION ACTIVITIES 


The Board of Directors of the National Centennial Administration held its 
first meeting in Ottawa on February 18, 1963. The Directors proceeded at this 
first meeting to the election of an Executive Committee and the adoption of 
several by-laws and corporate procedures for the proper functioning of the National 
Centennial Administration. 


Until the end of the fiscal year, ending March 31, 1963, the Commissioners 
were engaged in locating office space, recruiting essential personnel, considering 
those projects which had already been approved by the government and developing 
a programme which would guide the Administration’s operations in the ensuing 
months. They reviewed the work of the four interdepartmental committees and 
worked out an establishment for the National Centennial Administration which 
was submitted to Treasury Board and approved. 


One of the first actions of the National Centennial Administration was to 
recommend payment out of the National Centennial Fund, under Section 10 of 
the National Centennial Act, of an interim grant of $250,000 to the Fathers of 
Confederation Memorial Citizens Foundation for the Fathers of Confederation 
Memorial Buildings project at Charlottetown, to which the federal government 
undertook to pay one-half of the cost, but not to exceed $2,800,000. 


The National Centennial Administration also recommended the payment of a 
$25,000 grant to the Canadian Centenary Council, a non-governmental national 
grouping of associations and corporations whose objective is to assist in the 
development of the centennial plan. 


In the two months since their appointment, the Commissioners have carried 
on an extensive public relations campaign in order to explain the aims of the 
National Centennial Administration and the need for planning at all levels of the 
community. They have emphasized that planning for the Centennial must start 
now and that the initiative does not rest solely with the Administration as the 
success of the Centennial Year calls for the participation of Canadians in all parts 
of Canada. 
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EXPENDITURES 1962-63 


During the fiscal year 1962-63, the following administrative expenses were 
incurred: 


Vote 45 
Salaries "6... 2) tse os es SPP, ee eee $ 8,451 
Stationery and/otlicesuppligs. 2 oer ee eee 6,439 
AA raVvellityg | di ds53c don bgeaa eer eet rote ee Weert: Wend cat nash hee 2,0 L1 
Office’ equipmentt ys... ee eee 2,341 
Advertising "\:..<uchue. 05. tree batten". de Seeenn oa 1,450 
Other expenses ........ eo dar sepmnaiame deat ree x. 883 
$22,075 

Vote 50 


Grants to: 


Fathers of Confederation Memorial Citizens 


Poundationers seetee i ee eee $250,000 
Canadian Centenary Council .........00000.....0.4. 25,000 
$275,000 
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COPY OF 
REPORT OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL OF CANADA 


To: National Centennial Administration 


President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada 


I have examined the accounts and financial transactions of the National 
Centennial Administration for the period from the establishment of the Administra- 
tion on September 29, 1961 to March 31, 1963, pursuant to the provisions of 
section 15 of the National Centennial Act. In compliance with the requirements of 
section 87 of the Financial Administration Act I report that, in my opinion: 


(a) proper books of account have been kept by the Administration; 


(b) the statement of expense of the Administration 
(i) is in agreement with the books of account, and 


(ii) gives a true and fair view of the expenses of the Administration for 
the period from the establishment of the Administration on 
September 29, 1961 to March 31, 1963; and 


(c) the transactions of the Administration which have come under my notice 
have been within the powers of the Administration under the Financial 
Administration Act and any other Act applicable to the Administration. 


A. M. HENDERSON 
Auditor General of Canada. 


June, 1963. 


NATIONAL CENTENNIAL ADMINISTRATION 


Statement of Expense 
for the period from the establishment of the Administration on 
September 29, 1961 to March 31, 1963 


Grants: 
Fathers of Confederation Memorial 
Citizens? Foundation tsa: 2, mun Be ee $ 250,000 
Canadian ‘Centennial Council \.)....00..0000.0.4 25,000 
oo $ 275,000 
Administrative Expenses: 
Salaries) 0 doce Jaci te ee Re ae ee 8,451 
Stationery and office supplies ................:.6005 6,439 
"Pravelling |i), igo Joc isa, Me eee me eee roe 2,511 
Olice Cquipiment: cae. eee ae 2,341 
Advertising .......... Met eag Te. Tee Pen Wa bed kik Son 1,450 
OTOL? Fase, wi a pecan ee 883 
vo 22,075 
Provided'- by ‘parliamentary .appropriations (2.002.001. 0) eee 297,075 


NoTE: As at March 31, 1963, a balance of $833,333 was held by the Minister 
of Finance at the credit of the National Centennial Fund, available for payment 
to the Administration for the purpose of making grants to any province, or to any 
organization the objects of which are similar to the objects of the Administration, 
for the observance of the Centennial of Confederation in Canada. 


Certified Correct: Approved: 
LEO LAFRANCE JOHN W. FISHER 
Comptroller-Secretary Commissioner 


I have examined the above Statement of Expense and have reported thereon 
under date of June 24, 1963 to the National Centennial Administration and the 
President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada. 


A. M. HENDERSON 
Auditor General of Canada 
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Appendix I 
FEDERAL GRANTS FOR LOCAL CENTENNIAL PROJECTS 


The Federal government intends to ask Parliament for funds which may be 
used for the making of grants for local Centennial projects. These moneys will be 
established as a non-lapsing fund in accordance with the National Centennial Act. 
The total amount of federal grants within a province will not exceed $1.00 per 
capita of the population of the province. Applications from local committees 
within a province will be considered on a “first come first served” basis while the 
money lasts. 


These Centennial grants will be subject to seven principles: 


(1) Grants will not be considered if federal aid is available for the project 
under other legislation. 


(2) Grants may be made only for projects of a “lasting” nature: this might 
include buildings, parks, concert halls and the writing of books, but 
would not include the purchase of existing books, the costs of pageants 
or celebrations nor the administrative expenses of local committees. 


(3) The application should be made to the National Centennial Administra- 
tion through the provincial government, and a provincial contribution 
would be a prerequisite to a federal grant. The grant would be made to 
the province. 


(4) The federal contribution will not exceed one-third of the agreed estimate 
of cost. 


(5) The project must have a reasonable prospect of completion by the time 
of the Centennial observances. 


(6) The applicant must show evidence that the project will be properly 
maintained following completion. 


(7) Anticipated revenues from a project after completion will be taken into 
account in determining the amount of the federal contribution. 


These principles may be amended from time to time as may prove appropriate. 


A province or a municipality may avail itself of other forms of financial 
assistance (for example under the National Housing Act, the Technical and 
Vocational Training Assistance Act, the Canada Water Conservation Act, or the 
municipal winter works programme); but a particular project receiving federal 
assistance under one of these schemes would not also be eligible for a Centennial 


grant. 
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